Cost of application (propane and oxygen) was least expensive for the Rodentorch at $7.98/100 burrows (Table 2 ). Start-up cost for the purchase of Rodentorch application equipment is not taken into account, however. This cost ranges from approximately $500 to $1000 dollars depending on the amount of equipment purchased. Cost of the aluminum phosphide application was $15.00/100 burrows ($0.075/tablet at 2 tablets/burrow). The gas cartridge cost $40.00/100 burrows ($0.40/gas cartridge at 1 cartridge/burrow).
Their appears to be no significant labor savings realized by closure of burrows before treatment. Preclosure of burrows does reduce the cost of treatment (Table 3) .
DISCUSSION
One of the major disadvantages of burrow fumigants or devices such as the Rodentorch is that they are labor intensive. When used for groimd squirrels or prairie dogs, they are generally practical for application only on small acreages or as a clean up tool following a grain bait rodenticide application. Regardless of their effectiveness, the cost and labor of application greatly limits their use. 
